PSAC Vancouver Regional Women’s Committee Meeting
September 13, 2006

In Attendance Regrets Speakers
Alethea Boire Regina Brennan Danielle Bisnar
Sargy Cheema Kim Forster Marilou Carrillo
Patricia Ganczar Angela Marafon

Stephanie Oostrander Carol Pegura

Cheryl Oenema
Sanda Turner

Monica Urrutia
Deanna Wilson

The meeting opened with a welcome to members of the Women’s Committee and to the
members of the Human Rights Committee. We had a roundtable where everyone introduced
herself and then the floor was given to the speakers, two board members from The Philippine
Women Center of BC.

The speakers talked about the “Stop the Killings” awareness campaign. 750 politicized killings
have occurred in the Philippines since President Gloria Arroyo took power. These 750 people
include trade unionists, church people, journalists, lawyers, human rights workers, ordinary
workers and peasants. Many of these people were critical of the Arroyo government in its failure
to address poverty and corruption.

Progress is slowly being made though. A Women'’s Political Party has been formed in the
Philippines. One woman won a seat in the election. Popular vote determines who gets seats. It is
the people who are mobilizing people. Unfortunately, these are the ones that are being
murdered.

They also spoke about the make-up of the Philippines. 80% of the population are urban poor and
peasants. This inequality is pushing people to migrate. Statistics say that 3000 people leave the
Philippines every day, and 60-70% of these people are women. They go to low paying jobs
overseas, yet most are university educated.

The speakers noted that locally, weekly vigils are held in front of the Canadian consulate in the
hopes that it will put pressure on the Canadian government to act and bring awareness to the
problem.

Donations to the BC Committee for Human Rights in the Philippines can be made as well.

Alethea Boire asked if there was anything the PSAC Vancouver Women’s Committee could do and
Danielle mentioned that the Committee could send their own statement to Peter McKay about the
killings in the Philippines, to which all in attendance agreed to.

After the speakers were finished, the remainder of committee business was tended to.
Alethea noted that 3 boxes of mugs have been donated to the Downtown Eastside Women’s

Center. Sanda noted that she forgot to bring her mugs tonight, but will bring them at a later
date.



Childcare campaigns were discussed and whether or not our committee wanted to ‘piggyback’ on
a current campaign. Monica spoke about the “Childcare-Kids are Worth It” campaign, and handed
out buttons for us to wear and to hand out. Sanda mentioned that the YWCA might be a good
resource for childcare campaigns. Cheryl offered to look into any assistance the YWCA can
provide.

Monica also mentioned that Grassroots Women is holding a one-day childcare forum on October
21% and invited the sisters to attend.

Alethea noted that it is usual for the Women’s Committee to give honorariums to speakers at our

meetings. She made a motion ™ to give a $100 honorarium to the Philippine Women'’s Center of
BCII

M/s/c Boire/Oenema

Adjournment: 7:10



